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Strikes and Lockouts in Recent Years.—The period of reconversion of 
industry to peacetime production during 1946 was marked by a series of strikes in 
certain key industries. These involved large numbers of workers and were of 
unusually long duration. While the total number of stoppages during the year was 
not substantially higher than in the two previous years, the number of workers 
involved was greater than in any of the war years, except 1943. The loss of working 
time due to strikes was greater than in any other year on record and exceeded the 
total for all the war years, 1939 to 1945. However, if allowance is made for the great 
increase in industrial employment, the time-loss was not as great as in 1919, the first 
year after the First World War. 

In 1946, more than 62 p.c. of the workers involved in strikes and more than 83 
p.c. of the total time-loss were in manufacturing. In coal mining, the number of 
strikes was slightly higher than in the previous year but the time-loss was less, being 
only 1 p.c. of the total for the year. Twelve strikes involved 63 p.c. of the total 
number of workers and caused 90 p.c. of the total time-loss. During 1946, the loss of 
working time was five days in every 1,000 of available working time. Comparative 
figures for certain earlier years were: 1945, 1 -6 days; 1944, 0-5 day; 1943, 1 1 days; 
1942 and 1941 about 0-5 day each; and for 1919, the estimate was 6-4 days. Each 
wage and salary worker lost on the average about 1-5 days in 1946 and 0-5 day in 
1945. For 1919, the estimate was 2 days. 

Since the strike-record was started, the demand for increases in wages has been 
generally, year by year, the most important single cause of strikes. The year 1945 
was an exception. While more strikes were due to this cause than to any other, 
they resulted in a very small proportion of the total time-loss in that year. Most of 
the idleness in 1945 arose from disputes concerning unionism. In 1946, the demand 
for wage increases was a major issue in about 30 p.c. of the strikes and, combined 
with various union questions, was the principal cause in many others, with a resulting 
time-loss of about 95 p.c. of the total. 

Since 1935, the proportion of strikes settled by public conciliation services and 
by reference to various other Government agencies has increased. Before that year 
about one-half the work stoppages were settled by direct negotiation. In 1946, 
about one-half the strikes were settled by the conciliation services or by reference to 
Government labour boards or to arbitration. 

29.—Strikes and Lockouts, 1937-46 
NOTE—For the years 1901-20, see the 1933 Year Book, p. 763, and for 1921-36 the 1938 Year Book, p. 763. 
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